Briefing on the Preparation for 2020 China Harbin International Winter Cities Conference

Harbin Municipality is to host the 2020 China Harbin International Winter Cities Conference in Harbin from Jan. 4 to Jan.7, 2020 during the International Ice and Snow Festival. 

I. Background

Since its inception in 1985, Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival, an annual event, has become the largest Ice and Snow Festival in the world. Diverse activities covering tourism, culture, economic and trade, sports will be organized between January 4th and January 7th, including the Opening Ceremony of Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival & Ice and Snow World, International Snow Sculpture Expo, International Ice and Snow Sculptures Competition and business match-making events. The 35th Ice and Snow Festival held last year has generated 23.39 million tourists in total. 
To deepen friendship and facilitate cooperation among international sister cities for win-win results, Harbin will host the International Winter Cities Conference during the 36th Ice and Snow Festival between January 4-7, 2020. During the Conference, we would like to invite winter cities, chamber of commerce and companies around the world to participate such diverse events as the International Winter Cities Symposium, International Business and Chamber of Commerce Match-making, Mascot Tour and International Ice and Sculpture Competition. By organizing these events, we hope to share experiences and resources in winter festivals, tap potential and promote cooperation between winter cities. 
II. Main events

Hosted by Harbin Municipal Government and undertaken by Harbin Foreign Affairs Office and some other city departments，the Conference is hosting the following events:

Opening Ceremony of International Winter Cities Conference

International Winter Cities Symposium

The Founding Ceremony of the International Winter Cities

Alliance

Sister City Signing Ceremony

International Business and Chamber of Commerce 

Match-making

Mascot Tour

International Ice and Snow Sculptures Competition

III. Preparation

i. Invitation: Invitations have been extended to more than 150 winter cities and sister cities, as well as more than 100 international business associations and agencies stationed in China, world-renowned enterprises and well-known travel agencies in tropical regions.

ii. Other related items of the conference: The preparation for the Conference are being well arranged and organized, with all the preliminary work plans established. The whole preparation are intended to be finished by Dec. 15th.



